
The following is a summary transcription and report of the Maryland Oyster Advisory 
Commission (OAC) Meeting recorded on June 9, 2025.

The meeting was hosted by the Maryland Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and focused 
on spat-on-shell planting progress, sanctuary updates, and upcoming regulatory items for the 
2025–2026 season.

I. Call to Order and Administrative Remarks

● Time: 5:34 PM EDT.
● Opening: The OAC Chair called the meeting to order. A roll call was performed, and the 

minutes from the April 2025 meeting were approved.
● Objective: Review spring planting data and coordinate on habitat management 

strategies.

II. Spring 2025 Spat-on-Shell Planting Update

● Planting Progress: Staff provided a report on the 2025 spring planting season.
○ Several million spat-on-shell were successfully deployed in the Manokin and St. 

Mary’s River sanctuaries.
○ Discussion on the performance of the Horn Point Hatchery and the quantity of spat 

produced compared to previous years.
● Survival Rates: Preliminary monitoring of earlier plantings (from 2023–2024) showed 

promising survival rates in high-salinity areas.

III. Sanctuary Monitoring and Management

● Tributary Updates: Detailed briefing on the status of the five "Large-Scale Restoration" 
tributaries.

● Monitoring Data: Review of recent biomass surveys. Some sanctuary areas showed 
significant increases in vertical reef structure, which commissioners noted as a positive 
indicator for biodiversity beyond just oyster counts.

● Sanctuary Review: Discussion on the upcoming 5-year review of oyster sanctuary 
performance and the specific biological metrics that will be used.

IV. Substrate Management

● Shell Programs: Update on the "Maryland Shell Program." The commission discussed the
logistics of moving fresh shells from shucking houses to curing sites and then to planting 
areas.

● Alternative Substrate: Review of pilot projects using mixed stone and recycled 
materials in areas where natural shell is scarce.

V. Financial and Legislative Outlook

● Budget: Overview of the funding for oyster restoration for the remainder of the 2025 
fiscal year.

● Legislative Review: Brief summary of the oyster-related bills that passed during the 
2025 Maryland General Assembly session and how they will be implemented by the DNR.

VI. Public Comment and Adjournment

● Public Input: Stakeholders from the aquaculture industry and the environmental 
advocacy community provided testimony regarding the need for more efficient shell 
recycling programs.



● Next Meeting: Scheduled for August 2025.
● Adjournment: The meeting concluded at approximately 8:20 PM EDT.

Note: For the full verbatim audio and video record of this session, you can access the 
Archive.org item here. Written minutes are typically approved and posted following the 
subsequent OAC meeting.


